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child is born with certain predispositions or vdsa-
'nas which are reiamed in the subtle body, as the
effect 01 no deed is lost. When a person dies, the
gross body alone is dissolved but the subtle body
01 the Jiva remains, retaining all the effects of
its karrna. The Jiva then enters into a new
body suited to its past karma and is born again
Thus every birth is the result of past karma and
is the cause of a new body and birth. Just as a
man throws away worn out garments and puts on
new garments, the Jiva throws away worn out
bodies and puts on new bodies. Just as there is
continuity in a man's life from infancy to old age
and personal identity, so there is continuity of
the same Jwa in the series of births and rebirths
and personal identity. There is identity in spite
of numerous births and this is due to the eternity
of the Jwa.

The adventures of the Jwa in the world of
samsara are not confined to this earth alone. It
migrates from body to body according to its karma
in the cosmic spheres known as the three lokas
ranging from Brahmaloka or Satyaloka above
to the Patdlaloka below. In the celestial worlds
above, starting with Svarga, the quality of sattva
is dominant and the Jiva enjoys pleasure. In
the nether regions, starting with Atala^ the
quality of tafias is dominant and Patala is tlie